A Little History about the Rotary Rooters



Way back 20 years ago, when the Rotary Club of Alexandria was holding their meetings at the Holiday Inn Eisenhower, Member  Dr. Bob Anderson formed the Rooters.  Bob had played in a stage band “Cyclone Stompers” in high school. He said he liked the old jazz music. He thought that with a little jazz it would pep up our Rotary Meetings.

Jim Meharg was in the group from the beginning. There have been lots of changes in the band personnel during the years. Don Gates (Manager at the Holiday Inn) played the drums, but later Don was transferred. Graham Green played the piano and his wife was the singer and also played the drums. Graham also played the accordion.  Then he moved to Stafford, VA.
Jackpot Bogle played the drums for a few years and also used the computer to list the songs we were to play. His legs finally gave out and he couldn’t hit the bass drum with his right foot and the hit the high hat with his left foot. Finally, Art Meushaw fired him.  Dave Elberg replaced him as he used to play with Dr. Bob’s son Bill at T. C. Williams High School and the University of Virginia.

Later they brought in David Brock to play the piano, but he moved away. (Note)  the band always had trouble with a piano player.  They were always moving away.  Art Meushaw (who is now the leader) joined the group as did his son Little Art who plays the bass guitar.  Big Art played the banjo, guitar and a little on the piano. Bob Anderson’s son Paul plays the sax and clarinet as does big Bob.
Steve Eure began to play the piano, but then he moved. Gene Brown joined the group and played the electric guitar Morrie Hoven plays the Trumpet and Bill Sheely plays the trombone.  So we have six members of our club playing namely Bob Anderson, Art Meushaw, Morrie Hoven, Bill Sheely,  Gene Brown, Paul Anderson, Paul Hartley, and once in a while Jim Meharg. The others are, Dave Elsberg, little Art Meushaw.
The Band has played at a few District conferences, Charlottesville, Richmond, Williamsburg, Wintergreen and Alexandria.  They have played many times at the Goodwin House East and West plus St. Paul’s church.
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Looking back, when Jackpot Bogle was playing the drums, we would meet at either Art Meushaws house or Bob Anderson’s house for practice.  Jackpot would have his drums in front facing the band and could really listen to what songs we played the best.  Finally he picked “What a Difference a Day Makes”.  It seemed that the band really came together on that song. So the band uses it for their theme song.
Jim Meharg was the leader for quite a while, but when he retired and moved to Richmond and with a few physical problems he can’t make it up to play anymore.

If there are any members in the club that plays an instrument, please contact Bob or Art.  Also we would like to start a little singing group that could lead the club in a few songs once in a while.  Our member Billy Pessaud sings and has a great voice.  Maybe he can help get up a group.
